CHAPTER XXX
THE PUGET SOUND WILLAMETTE V\LLEY
1   Relief and Climate
EflNG between the Cascade Mountains and the maritime
ridge is the most northerly section of the long coastal
depression In length about 450 miles this depression com
mences in the south as the Willamette Valley takes in the
middle part of the Columbia Basin and disappears under
water to the north as Puget Sound The lower valley of the
Fraser also belongs to this depression The comparatively
low maritime ndge here known as the Coast Range shelters
the valley from the excessive rainfall of the coastal strip
whilst the high wall of the Cascades conserves the rainfall
in the form of snow and feeds the rivers through the
summer
Generally speaking   the climate of this region is very
bimilar to that of western Europe from Britain to the Baltic
and the tvpical mild winters and cool summers of all west
wind climates are the rule   According to the degree in which
the lowlands are sheltered from or exposed to this westerly
circulation climatic conditions vary very widely   The official
meteorologist of British Columbia said of his province    In
some districts between the mountain ranges the rainfall is so
light that irrigation is necessary   and maximum summer
temperatures range from 90   to 100     while on the west
coast of Vancouver Island at Henderson Lake   which is
situated immediately westward of a mountain  the preapi  ^
tatioi* m 1926 was 284 indies which may make it the wettest *
in North America.
countries iiavaig a climate of this type are heai?
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